Homage to the Biliteral Society by Morice, Dave
, directories 
.on to decide 
with the ac­
~ctation (the 
olumn: 
3 2.5 
lO 0.9 
2 0.7 
1 0.4 
5 0.3 
4 
2 
1 
'I in the ex­
(Erich, Ro­
er non-rated 
r and Ernest 
1tire search: 
Part of the 
rly in large 
'der to a voi d 
ere fore , that 
lS pred ic ted. 
s harassa b le 
ed to change 
names that 
phone direct­
Dolly Lloyd, 
Albert Tar­
Winde, Tracy 
Ha Ie, Lena 
Marc Cram, 
Ruth Hurt, 
.terne, Ange 1 
~nnison, John 
han two mi 1­
;ary Gray 6, 
ice 1, Norma 
add i tion, he 
e father was 
, at the rate 
individuals. 
jecuri ty fi le s 
c. 
111 
HOMAGE TO THE BILITERAL SOCIETY 
DAVE MORICE 
Saint Louis, Missouri 
"Two cheers for the Biliteral Society!" 1 said after reading about 
its Dictionary of Two-Letter v.lords in the August 1984 issue of Word 
Ways. At last an official organization has recognized the importance 
of words that have a beginning and an end, but no middle to con­
fuse things. In honor of the society's duplicity, 1 wrote a poem in­
spi red by the diatomic nature of fi rst-and-last-letter-on ly words. 
The poem is a bifoca 1, binaural, bidimensional bison net, ongm­
ally composed in binary notation, about the bias of a biparental 
biped wielding a bimetallic axe with his bifurcated biceps to smash 
a biconvex television set into biconcavity because of a certain bi­
weekly program about a bipolar horse with bi lateral bicuspids. 
It is biliteral, but not bilingual. 
Most significantly, the poem is bidirectional: you can read it 
from left to right, row by row in the usual way - or from top to 
bottom, column by column. To double your pleasure, wait until 
a bicentennial year, and then read it with binoculars while riding 
a bicycle on top of a biplane with a streamer flying behind saying: 
"Two cheers for the Biliteral Society!" 
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